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The Revolution having been made by the people, the Govern-
ment, either by official measures or else by tolerating what had
already happened, placed the people in possession of those political
weapons which had hitherto been reserved to the bourgeoisie. Freed
from the obligation to deposit caution-money, the Press assumed
a popular character; newspapers were sold in separate copies at
the price of a sou, The popular societies, founded under the name
of 'clubs', were thrown open to the lower classes, who attended
them and listened to speakers on political subjects. Service in the
National Guard became compulsory for all able-bodied men;
workmen joined it, and in Paris, at least, were armed with
guns.

The innovation of capital importance which revolutionized the
political life of France was universal suffrage, which was estab-
lished, without discussion, on the broadest basis, being conferred
on every man on the attainment of his majority at the age of
twenty-one, after a six months' residence qualification. It applied
to all elections, whether to the National Assembly, the general
council of the departments, or the municipal council of the
commune.

Voting still took place in an assembly; but in order to adapt it
to the use of an electorate abruptly increased from less than
250,000 to over 9,000,000 electors, the use of printed ballot-
papers was admitted. The Government's first idea was to preserve
the 'uninominar vote by which the vote is cast for one out of the
candidates submitted - the only system in use in France at that
time for choosing the mandataries of the people; but owing to
pressure of time, it accepted the practice of having all the re-
presentatives of each department elected from the same list, which
implied the abolition of the second ballot, Thus the second ballot,
or ballotage, in the exact sense of the word implying a choice
between two candidates, came to disappear for good, and the
system of the scrutin de liste (voting by list) was introduced for the
departments merely as a practical expedient-a system which
has since been regarded as a tradition of the republican party.

In order to satisfy democratic feeling, the Government revived
a principle abandoned since 1814, and granted the representatives
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